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The Old Testament Student. 



T. Tbe Material Applied. 

The Hallowing of Ambition. 1. Mark 10:42-45; the ambitious spirit mani- 
fested among the disciples. 2. How far ambition — i. e. the desire for dis- 
tinction— is common to all men. 3. From Mk. 10:42-44, determine 
1) whether Jesus permits the ambitious spirit in his kingdom ; 2) that man- 
ifestation of it which he disapproves ; 3) that which is according to his will. 
4. Ambition as manifested in Jesus and in his followers ; e. g. Paul, ef . 
Phil. 3:13,14. 5. The need of such a spirit and the power it becomes, when 
rightly directed, in the Kingdom of God. 



STUDY XX.— JERUSALEM. MARK 11:1-25. 

Resume. 1. Incidents of the journey to Jerusalem. 2. The spirit and purposes of Jesus on this 
journey as compared with those of the disciples. 3. The character of Bartimeus and 
Jesus' method of dealing with him. 

I. The Material Analyzed. 

Bead carefully Mark 11:1-25, and be able to make a definite statement concerning 
each of the following points : 

6. the day in Jerusalem (vs. 15-18) ; 

7. the withdrawal at evening (v. 19); 

8. the fig-tree's fate and its lessons 
(vs. 20-25). 



1. The approach (v. 1) ; 

2. preparations (vs. 2-6) ; 

3. the entry (vs. 7-lla) ; 

4. the withdrawal at evening (lib) ; 

5. Jesus and the fig-tree (vs. 12-14) ; 



II. The Material Compared. 

1. With Mk. 11:1-25 compare Mt. 21:1-22; Lk. 19:29-48; John 12:12-19. 

2. Classify the material obtained under the following heads: 

1) Additional details, Mt. 21:2; Lk. 19:33,37,47,48; John 12:12; 

2) the characteristic quotations, Mt. 21:4,5,16; 

3) added events and statements, Mt. 21:10,11,14-16; Lk. 19:39,40,41-44; John 12:12,13,16-19; 
i) variations: (a) order and relation of events in Mt. 21:12-22; Lk. 19:45, as compared with 

Mark; (b) the various versions of tbe people's song, Mk. 11:9,10; Mt. 21:9; Lk. 19:38; 
John 12:13. 

3. Conclusions from these facts as to 1) the principle of the arrangement of material in Matthew; 

2) the independence of Mark's gospel; 3) the characteristics of John's narrative; 4) the 
value of a four-fold account. 

III. The Material Explained. 

1. TEXTUAL topics and questions. 



1) V. 1. Bethany; cf. John 12:1-11 for details; 3) V. 3. 

note also the time (v. 1) ; Jesus prob- 
ably spent the Sabbath there. 

2) V. 2. (a) Ye shall find, etc. ; was this (1) 

more than human knowledge ? or (2) 

had he seen the colt as he passed i) V. 4. 

through the village? or (3) had he 

made a previous arrangement? 5) V. 6. 

(b) No man.... sat; cf. Num. 19:1,2; 

Deut. 21:3; 1 Sam. 6:7; (1) sacred; 

(2) sacrificial. 6) V. 8. 



(a) The Lord; whether meaning (1) 
Jehovah ; or, (2) the Christ ; or, (3) the 
master or teacher ? 

(b) Send back hither; i. e. Jesus will 
return the colt. 

Open street ; Mark's vivid detail 

again. 

Let them go ; whether (a) super- 

naturally influenced; or (b) kindly 

disposed ; or (c; as disciples of Jesus. 

Spread their garments ; cf . 2 Kgs. 9 :13_ 
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7) V. 9. (a) Bosanna; meaning? 

(b) He that cometh ; (1) the usual 
greeting to the pilgrims; of. Ps. 118; 
(2) what special reference on this oc- 
casion ? 

8) V. 10. In the highest; i.e. in heaven; wheth- 

er (a) heard there ; or (b) descending 
from thence. 

9) V. 11. Looked round about ; peculiar to 

Mark. Cf. 3:5. 

10) V. 12. Hungered; Why? 

11) V. 13. (a) I-ieaves ; i. e. which promised 

fruit. 

(b) If haply, etc. ; bearing of this on 

the knowledge of Jesus ? 

13) V. 14. Consider what prompted this saying, 
whether (a) disappointment ; (b) vex- 
ation; (c) desire to retaliate; (d) 
purpose to teach the disciples con- 
cerning (1) their own nation (cf . Lk. 
13:6-9); or (2) the power of faith (vs. 
22-25). 

13) V. 15. (a) Note the occasion for these 
abuses of the temple; (b) state the 
principle they violated; (c) how ex- 
plain (1) this action of Jesus ? (2) his 



success in performing it ? (d) Recall 
another similar action (cf . John2 :14); 
(e) are these two accounts of one 
event ? 

14) V. 17. Written; cf. Isa. 56:7; Jer. 7:11. Ob- 

serve Jesus' application of the O. T. 
writings. 

15) V. 19. Out of the city; why ? 

16) V. 81. Peter; peculiar to Mark. How sig- 

nificant of the source of this ma- 
terial? cf. 8:33. 

17) V. 22. Answering; the question implied in 

Peter's remark; i. e. "How did so 
wonderful a result come to pass?" 

18) V. 23. Cometh to pass ; i. e. "is accustomed 

to be done." 

19) V. 24. Have received; lit. "received;" i. e. 

at the time of asking. 

20) V. 25. (a) Stand praying; different positions 

in prayer; cf. Mt. 6:5; Dan. 6:10; 

lKgs. 18:43. 

(b) Tour Father; cf. 8:38; a name 

given to God here first in Mark, but 

a favorite term with Jesus. Cf . Mt. 

6:9,14. 



2. GENERAL TOPICS. 

The Entry into Jerusalem, (a) Kecall as distinctly and vividly as possible the 
course and circumstances of this event, noting particularly (1) the road 
taken ; (2) the two companies of people ; (b) determine the relation of Jesus 
to this demonstration, whether (1) accidental and unexpected ; or (2) a con- 
cession to imperfect but enthusiastic disciples ; or (3) a deliberate purpose 
thus to enter the city ; (c) consider the meaning of the various elements in 
this scene, e. g. (1) the colt of an ass, Zech. 9:9 ; Gen. 22:3 ; Judg. 5:10 ; 10:3,4 ; 
peace and royalty, not humility ; (2) the people's cries; how far a proclama- 
tion of the Christ ; (d) note that Jesus allows the multitude thus to proclaim 
him as the Christ, and seek to explain it (1) in contrast with his previous 
course of action ; (2) on the ground that he expected to be accepted by the 
nation as its king (cf. 10:33) ; (3) in view of a purpose to give the nation the 
opportunity either to accept or reject him; (e) observe the attitude and 
feelings (1) of the multitude; to what extent convinced of his claims (cf. 
Mt. 21:11); (2) of the Pharisees, Lk. 19:39; (3) of the city, Mt. 21:10,11; 
(4) of the disciples, John 12:16; (f) sum up the issues of the movement 
(1) in its immediate results, failure (cf. 11:11) ; (2) its ultimate meaning to 
the Jews (cf . Lk. 19:41-44) ; (3) what if the nation had accepted him ? 

IT. The Material Organized. 

1. Gather the material and classify it under the following heads: 1) places; 2) important events; 

3) important teachings; 4) habits and customs; 5)0. T. quotations; 6) miracles; 7) Jesus 
as man ; 8) literary data. 

2. Condense the material Mk. 11 :1-11 into the briefest possible statement ; e. g. : 

v. 1. Approaching Jerusalem he sends two disciples away, saying: 
v. 2. From the next village bring a colt which you find tied there; 
v. 3. If any question, say, The Lord needs him ; he will return him soon. 
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vs. 1-3. Approaching Jerusalem he sends two disciples to the next village to bring a colt 
for the Lord's use. 

v. 4. They find the eolt tied before a house and loose him; 
vs. 5,6. Bystanders question, but let them go when they give Jesus' message, 
v. 7. They bring the eolt, east on him their cloaks and Jesus sits on him. 

vs. 4-7. They find the colt and are allowed to bring Mm to Jesus; they cast their garments 
upori him and Jesus sits thereon. 

v. 8. Many spread garments and branches upon the way. 
v. 9. Those before and after him cry Hosannal blessed is the Christ, 
v. 10. Blessed is the coming Kingdom, the Kingdom of David; let heaven proclaim it. 

vs. 8-10. The multitudes give him royal honors, crying Hosanna to the Christ and Ms 
kingdom. 

v. 11. He enters the temple, looks about, and retires to Bethany at even. 

vs. 1-11. Approaching Jerusalem Jesus sends for a colt, and sitting upon 
it amidst a multitude giving him royal honors and crying Ho- 
sanna to the Christ and bis kingdom, enters the temple, and 
after examining it, goes to bethany. 

3. Let the student in a similar way condense Mk. 11:13-21. 

4. Study the following paraphrase of Mk. 11:32-25 and improve upon it wherever necessary : 

V. 22. And Jesus, answering Peter's exclamation of wonder that his mere word should 
have had so marvelous a result, replies: It is the power of faith in God that works such 
wonders. Have faith in him, trust him to accomplish such works through you. V. 23. 
Yea, I tell you, have such faith in him, that, should you command anything to be done- 
even that this Mount of Olives be cast into the sea— you have no doubt that this is 
sure to come to pass. Then it shall be accomplished. V. 24. Apply this to your 
prayers. Have such faith in God, that, should you pray for anything, you believe it to be 
at once granted you ; you regard it as even now in your possession. Then you shall 
receive what you asfe T. 25. But as you pray, are you conscious of cherishing evil 
against your fellow-man ? If so, do not fail to lay aside all such feelings, for only as you 
are right with man can you be right with God. Only thus can your faith avail with Him 
and your prayer be answered . 

V. The Material Applied. 

1. Tbaders ik the Temple. Mk. 11:15-18. 1) Eecall (a) the sanctity of the 
temple and (b) the purpose of the traders, to profit from the religious neces- 
sities and zeal of the worshipers ; 2) seek to determine why Jesus drove them 
out ; 3) thoughtfully inquire the relation of these things to the religious 
life of the present in their bearing upon (a) entertainments in houses of 
worship ; (b) mercenary religionists (1 Tim. 6:5). 

2) Principles of Prayer. Mk. 11:24,25. 1) Note two principles of prayer (a) 
faith in God (v. 24) ; (b) love for man (v. 25) ; 2) consider what each of these 
implies, e. g. faith forbids foolish and idle petitions and insures wis- 
dom and calmness in prayer;— love makes against selfish and denun- 
ciatory prayer; 3) note from this stand-point the secret of much unan- 
swered prayer. 



